WWII Independent Study

There are many resources, both print and media, that have attempted to explain the various stories and perspectives during WWII.  Some deal with combat, some with the horrors of the Holocaust, some from the Japanese-American perspective, the perspective of “Rosie the Riveter,” and some from the war in the Pacific.  This assignment allows you to pick one particular aspect of WWII that interests you and complete an independent study on your topic. 
 NOTE:  THE THREE MOVIES THAT CARRY AN “R” RATING MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A SIGNED PERMISSION SLIP SO THAT YOUR PARENTS GRANT YOU PERMISSION AND UNDERSTAND THAT YOU DID NOT HAVE TO SELECT ONE OF THOSE OPTIONS. NO CREDIT WILL BE GIVEN UNLESS A PERMISSION SLIP IS SIGNED AND STAPLED TO YOUR FINAL PRODUCT.

Graded on:  neatness, accuracy, and completion of individual requirements on each project.

Choice 1:  History through Films

Choose one of the following movies:

*The Pianist:  The true story of W. Spielman, a Polish-Jewish pianist, and his family’s struggle to survive the horrors of the Holocaust. Contains graphic depictions of human suffering

*Saving Private Ryan:  Follows American soldiers through the Normandy Invasion on D-Day and the war in Europe. Contains graphic depictions of human suffering

*Schindler’s List:  Based on the true story of Oskar Schindler, a Nazi who saves over 1,000 Jews.  Contains graphic depictions of human suffering.

Bridge on the River Kwai:  An older movie but considered one of America’s best films ever.  Follows the war in the Pacific during WWII.

· Movies with a * must be accompanied by a signed permission slip.

After watching the movie, put yourself in the DIRECTOR’S shoes.  You must create a trailer OR movie poster which explains the HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of your film.  In your trailer/movie poster, you must show images from the film and images from the historical events your film depicts.  Why should someone go see this film?  What does this film say about WWII?  How does it illustrate the history behind the event?  

CHOOSE ONE: 

· Movie trailers should be a minimum of 2 minutes in length, and may be created using Windows Media Player, iMovie, or an equivalent program.  It should be a DOCUMENTARY style, showing actual events, pictures, quotes from the movie, music from the movie, etc.  This is NOT a personal movie done by you and your friends—it is a documentary style movie trailer! Personal movies will not be accepted.  If you are not sure what a documentary is, ask Mrs. Z. Be sure you use your own words unless you are quoting a survivor.  Writing will be checked for plagiarism, so don’t even think about it!

· Movie Posters should be professional-looking, with images, maps, and information from the movie and from history.  Posters should look like something hanging at Regal Cinemas and should make us want to see the movie and understand the historical significance.  Posters must include a minimum of 300 ORIGINAL words. Be sure you use your own words unless you are quoting a survivor.  Writing will be checked for plagiarism, so don’t even think about it!

Choice 2:  Oral History:  Interviews

Interview a person who was at least 10 years of age in 1941.  They can be a family friend, a relative, neighbor, etc.  They can be male or female, and a veteran or civilian.  The important thing to do is get their particular perspective on America during WWII.  What was it like to be an American on December 7, 1941?  How did the war affect them?  Their family?  The nation?  Explain their background and experience during the war. Do one of the following:  

· Create a documentary style podcast, iMovie, or equivalent which shows the narration of your person’s story set to images from the time.  Must be 2 minutes in length minimum, and be neat and professional-looking. Be sure you use your own words unless you are quoting a survivor.  Writing will be checked for plagiarism, so don’t even think about it!

· OR, you may choose to write their story and create a “scrapbook” of images from the events they lived through.  Both the documentary and scrapbook should have a minimum of 300 words. Must be neat and professional-looking. Be sure you use your own words unless you are quoting a survivor.  Writing will be checked for plagiarism, so don’t even think about it!

Choice 3:  Written History

Read the selections Mrs. Ziemnik will provide you from Studs Terkel’s The Good War.  Summarize each short story and then give your opinion on each one.  What did you find interesting and shocking about each story?  In your opinion, who’s story is the “best” one, and why?  

· Create a documentary-style iMovie, Podcast, or equivalent which is at least 2 minutes in length and summarizes each story while showing images of the actual events each person lived through.  Be sure to use your own words unless you are quoting a survivor.  Writing will be checked for plagiarism, so don’t even think about it!

· Create a scrapbook which highlights each story and shows pictures of the actual events each story lived through.  Scrapbooks should contain at least 300 words and two pictures for each story, and should be neatly and professionally assembled.  Be sure to use your own words unless you are quoting a survivor. Writing will be checked for plagiarism, so don’t even think about it!

Choice 4:  Military History

Choose a military operation (e.g. Normandy Invasion (D-Day), Bataan Death March, Battle of Iwo Jima, Battle of Midway, Stalingrad, Battle of the Bulge, etc).  Explain the background of each.  What was the purpose of each?  Then, create a 3-D map (paper is good, play doh works great!) that is labeled for the class to see.  Explain in your labeling the various people involved, where each action took place, and the casualties (killed and wounded) involved in each event.  You should have a minimum of 150 words of labeling on your creation, and you will be required to share it with the class.  It must be neatly and professionally assembled.  Be sure to use your own words.  Writing will be checked for plagiarism, so don’t even think about it!
Choice 5: The Holocaust

Create an original documentary about the Holocaust:  the causes, effects, and stories of survival and bravery in such a horrendous event.  Use iMovie, Windows Media Player, or an equivalent program.  Set your narration to images, maps, etc. which parallel your research.  Documentaries should be approximately 2 minutes in length.  Use the Holocaust Memorial Website to gather information and personal stories from the Holocaust:  http://www.ushmm.org/  You may also do this on a Trifold Board.  Be sure to use your own words unless you are quoting a survivor.  Boards will be checked for plagiarism, so don’t even think about it!  
Student Name___________________________________________

Movie Selected_________________________________________

By signing below, I hereby grant permission for my child to watch an R rated movie pertaining to WWII.  I am fully aware that this movie contains images of graphic violence and human suffering pertaining to combat and the Holocaust. Also, I understand that there are 5 other projects that my child could have chosen that do NOT have any R rating attached to them.  It is my choice to allow my child to see this movie, and I understand that they could choose any of the other five projects to complete as well.  

Parent signature






Date

ABSOLUTELY NO PROJECTS INVOLVING AN R RATING WILL BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT THIS SIGNED PERMISSION SLIP STAPLED TO THE FINAL PRODUCT.

