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In 1607, King James I granted a charter to the Virginia Company establishing the first English settlement Virginia, giving rise to the Southern Colonies. In addition to Virginia, the southern region of the English colonies included Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. The Southern Colonies are located east of the Appalachian Mountains including the Piedmont region.  It makes up part of the Atlantic Coastal plains landform which consists of good harbors and many rivers. The climate of the Southern region is very much different than that of the New England and Mid- Atlantic region in that it is very humid.  This humidity allows for great farming.
Because farming in the Southern region was so wide- spread, many large plantations blanket the entire area.  The plantation owners, also known as planters, were able to grow large amounts of cash crops such as tobacco, indigo, and rice.  A plantation included many buildings such as the mansion (the house in which the planter’s family lived), as well as the slave’s cabins, cattle pens, overseer’s house, stable, tobacco barn, kitchen, office, and smokehouse.  If a family could not afford a plantation, that family would make a living by operating a smaller farm.  In addition to farming, the Southern Colonies economy depended on the buying and selling of the wood products and on slavery.  Because each plantation involved a huge amount of work to keep the fields going, the planters depended on slave labor and indentured servants to ensure success. Because life centered on farming, there was little time for education.  Since plantations were generally far apart, there were few formal schools.  Children were often tutored at home.  Very wealthy plantation owners might even pay to have a personal live-in teacher or they might even send their children to England to receive formal training.

There were few large cities located in the South.  Most life centered on the plantations. Instead of using the land for building cities, it was used for farming.  As more people moved inland to find more farm land, small towns developed.  The largest town was usually designated to be the county seat. A county is a jurisdiction that allows for local government. Each colony was divided into counties for more efficient governing.  Farming families depended on their county seats as a place to sell and trade their crops and, therefore, would travel to their county seat several times a year. In addition, people traveled to the county seat to attend church, to go to social events, such as dances, and to meet their neighbors   Slaves were oftentimes bought and sold at the county seats as well.  Most Southerners belonged to the Church of England.

